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SI Leeds Literary Prize launch crowdfunding campaign

Submissions for the SI Leeds Literary Prize have now closed, following a great response and an avalanche of last minute entries! The process of wading through the stack of manuscripts has now begun, to produce a long list of 12 submissions, which will be announced at in August. Prize judge Hannah Bannister of Peepal Tree Press commented: “The huge number of entries and the overall quality of writing which initial sifting suggests, is a great endorsement for the creation of a prize which celebrates the work of a currently underrepresented group of writers."

The SI Leeds Literary Prize 2012 is a groundbreaking new award for unpublished fiction by Black and Asian women writers based in the UK.  An initiative of Soroptimist International of Leeds, the prize has been developed in partnership with Peepal Tree Press and Ilkley Literature Festival as a platform to discover new talent, and as a vehicle to raise awareness of Black and Asian women’s writing.

The prize has an impressive line-up of Patrons - a group of influential writers and thinkers with a significant public profile including Bonnie Greer OBE, British novelist Bernardine Evaristo, critic and broadcaster Bidisha, contemporary artist and curator Diane Howse, and journalist Yasmin Alibhai-Brown, who commented on her reasons for supporting the prize:

 
“Women of colour have written some of the most lyrical, moving and challenging books in the world – from Toni Morrison to Arundhati Roy.  Their voices have changed Britain too. Though a few – very few – like Andrea Levy have had the accolades they deserve, many have not and most are barely heard. This prize will reward those who fight the odds to write stirring books and hopefully encourage many more.”
The prize judges (including Margaret Busby OBE) will announce the long list in August and the shortlist of six at the beginning of September. The inaugural prize will be awarded on 3rd October 2012 as part of the Ilkley Literature Festival.

To support the prize for this year, and into future years, a crowdfunding campaign has been launched via www.sponsume.com. A donation as little as £10 helps to support the Prize and secure its status for future years. Patrons and partners have pledged some fantastic rewards which will be offered to donors, including an original signed artwork by Bidisha. The crowdfunding website (www.sponsume.com/project/si-leeds-literary-prize-2012) gives full details of the amounts that can be pledged, with their corresponding rewards (e.g. tickets for Ilkley Literature Festival events, Peepal Tree Press book tokens and one-off items, such as original signed manuscripts.).

For further information, images or interview requests, please contact:

Kate Kershaw (Press & PR)

Telephone: 07588 881121
Email: mail@katekershaw.com
Editors notes:

1. The prize is organised by Soroptimist International of Leeds.  Soroptimist International is a worldwide organisation for women in management and the professions, working through service projects to advance human rights and the status of women. Soroptimists inspire action and create opportunities to transform the lives of women and girls through a global network of members and international partnerships.  See http://soroptimist-gbi.org/leeds/ for more information on Soroptimist International of Leeds.
2. Research shows women writers of Black & Asian backgrounds are disproportionately underrepresented in bestseller lists and in the writing industry. In 2010 not a single Black or Asian UK based female writer entered the Nielsen Bookdata bestseller list. 
3. In addition to the cash awards Peepal Tree Press will offer the winning, runner-up and third placed authors two 1:1 consultancy sessions in professional development support through its Inscribe programme. With the winner’s consent, the winning manuscript will be given serious consideration for publication by Peepal Tree Press.  The three winning authors will be invited to read short extracts of their work at the 2012 Ilkley Literature Festival.

4. The Chair of Judges is Margaret Busby OBE, who has served as judge for many literary awards including the Caine Prize for African Writing, the Orange Prize, the Independent Prize for Foreign Fiction and the OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature. A writer, editor, consultant, reviewer and broadcaster, Margaret became the UK’s youngest and first Black woman publisher when she co-founded Allison & Busby Ltd, of which she was Editorial Director for 20 years.  Further information on our judges and patrons can be found at www.sileedsliteraryprize.com
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