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SI Leeds Literary Prize at Harewood House 16 July 2012

Diane Howse, Countess of Harewood, hosted an event at Harewood House on Monday 16 July to raise awareness of the SI Leeds Literary Prize, of which she is a Patron. The SI Leeds Literary Prize is a new initiative created by Soroptimist International of Leeds, in partnership with two well established and highly regarded literary organisations, the Ilkley Literature Festival and independent publishers Peepal Tree Press.  The prize aims to act as a loudspeaker for Black and Asian women’s voices, and a platform to discover and celebrate exciting new talent, from a group largely under-represented on our bookshelves.

The event was attended by Lord Mayor of Leeds Cllr Ann Castle and a host of representatives from arts organisations throughout Yorkshire. Talking about her reasons for supporting the prize, Diane Howse said: 

"I was honoured to be asked to become a patron of the SI Leeds Literary Prize as it's an initiative that I genuinely and wholeheartedly support.  I believe it's extremely important to find creative talent and new voices, wherever they may be, and to support work by those currently under-represented in mainstream literary culture.  At Harewood we take education very seriously and interpret it in its broadest sense of presenting an environment of possibility, and a platform for questioning, exploration, and sometimes pausing to think.  As my day job is about providing access to the arts, it's of fundamental importance to me that we support original work and to enable new writers to weave their magic in this world."

Submissions for the SI Leeds Literary Prize have now closed, following a great response and an avalanche of last minute entries! The process of working through and evaluating the stack of manuscripts has now begun, to produce a long list of 12 submissions to be announced in August.

To support the prize for this year, and into future years, a crowdfunding campaign has been launched via www.sponsume.com, and a donation as small as £10 will help support the Prize and secure its status for future years. The crowdfunding website (www.sponsume.com/project/si-leeds-literary-prize-2012) gives full details of the amounts that can be pledged, with their corresponding rewards (e.g. tickets for Ilkley Literature Festival events, Peepal Tree Press book tokens and one-off items, such as original signed manuscripts).


For further information, images or interview requests, please contact:

Kate Kershaw (Press & PR)

Telephone: 07588 881121

Email: mail@katekershaw.com





















SI LEEDS LITERARY PRIZE 2012


a new award for unpublished fiction by Black and Asian women











