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LITERARY PRIZE GIVES VOICE TO BLACK AND ASIAN WOMEN’S WRITING
SI LEEDS LITERARY PRIZE 2014
Launch event: 7.30 Saturday 5th October - Ilkley Literature Festival 

Black and Asian women’s writing takes centre stage at this year’s Ilkley Literature Festival with the launch of the second SI Leeds Literary Prize on Saturday, 5th October.

The prize, for unpublished fiction by Black and Asian women, was launched in 2012 by Soroptimist International of Leeds and acts as a loudspeaker for Black and Asian women’s voices.   It is run in partnership with two well established and highly regarded literary organisations: Ilkley Literature Festival, which celebrates its 40th anniversary this year, and independent Leeds-based publishers Peepal Tree Press.
The launch event will feature the 2012 winner Minoli Salgado reading from her prize-winning novel A Little Dust on the Eyes.  Acclaimed British novelist Bernadine Evaristo will also be in conversation with John McLeod about her new book Mr Loverman.
The Prize Ambassador, Margaret Busby, said:
“It’s exciting to be able to launch the second edition of this important prize,  ​which offers ​a ​unique ​opportunity for unpublished fiction from a grouping  disproportionately under-represented in mainstream literary output. As well as a great line-up of judges ​ in 2014 we​ have a host of additional support for our winning writers, with the aim of helping develop new audiences for their work in the future.”

The SI Leeds Literary Prize 2014 has a new panel of judges including literary agent and former commissioning editor at Virago Press, Elise Dillsworth; award-winning writer and literary activist, Kadija George; broadcaster and former Chair of Arts Council England, Sue Woodford-Hollick OBE; and Jamaican-born writer Kerry Young (Chair of Judges), whose first novel Pao was shortlisted for no less than three literary prizes.  Judging will be co-ordinated by Gail Bolland, former director of Tonic, a multi-arts programme that was aimed at enriching the environment of six West Yorkshire hospitals.

The winner of the SI Leeds Literary Prize 2014 will receive £2,000 and an invitation to present their work at the Ilkley Literature Festival, plus a place on an Arvon Foundation fiction course of their choice in 2015.

Second and third place prize-winners will receive £750 and £250 respectively and will be offered attendance at a TLC writer development day at the Free Word Centre.  All three prize winners will also receive manuscript assessment from The Literary Consultancy.

The deadline for entries for the 2014 SI Leeds Literary Prize is 31 March 2014. Full details of how to enter are on the website: www.sileedsliteraryprize.com 
The launch event will be at Ilkley Playhouse, Wildman Theatre, Weston Road, Ilkley LS29 8DW on Saturday, 5 October, at 7.30pm.  Tickets cost £5 and are available from the box office on 01943 816714 or at www.ilkleyfestival.org.uk
Patrons supporting the prize include journalist and writer Yasmin Alibhai-Brown, well-known commentator on issues relating to immigration, diversity and multi-culturalism;  award-winning author Bernadine Evaristo; writer, critic, broadcaster and human rights advocate Bidisha; playwright and novelist Bonnie Greer; artist, and curator for Harewood House Trust, Diane Howse;  and Maureen Maguire, 2011/12 President of the Federation of Great Britain and Ireland (SIGBI) of Soroptimist International.
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Editors’notes:

SI Leeds (http://sigbi.org/leeds/) is a one of the oldest clubs in Yorkshire, having been founded in 1930, and is part of Soroptimist International, a worldwide service organisation for women.  It is committed to a world where women and girls together achieve their individual and collective potential, realise aspirations and have an equal voice in creating strong, peaceful communities worldwide.
For more information about SI Leeds Literary Prize patrons go to: http://sileedsliteraryprize.wordpress.com/
Peepal Tree Press (Peepal Tree Press), which in 2011 celebrated 25 years of publishing and writer development, has grown to become the world’s largest publisher of Caribbean and Black British fiction, poetry, literary criticism, memoirs and historical studies. Now producing around 30-40 books a year, Peepal Tree has published over 280 titles, and is committed to keeping them in print.  The list includes both established names, such as Earl Lovelace, Kwame Dawes and Lakshmi Persaud, and a significant proportion of exciting new voices. In 2009 Peepal Tree launched its acclaimed Caribbean Modern Classics Series, which restores to print essential classic books from the 1950s and 60s. 

Prize Ambassador, Margaret Busby OBE has served as a judge for many literary awards including the Commonwealth Book Prize, the Caine Prize for African Writing, the Orange Prize, the Independent Prize for Foreign Fiction and the OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature.  A writer, editor, consultant, reviewer and broadcaster, she became the UK’s youngest and first Black woman publisher when she co-founded Allison and Busby Ltd, of which she was Editorial Director for 20 years.  
Ilkley Literature Festival (www.ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk), one of the country’s premier literature festivals, is set to mark its 40th anniversary with a new commission by Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy and the unveiling of an exhibition that includes rare literature, previously unseen letters of note and a unique recording of poet WH Auden in Ilkley, in a celebratory Festival programme that comprises more that 220 events across 20 venues, over 17 days from 4-20 October 2013. 

