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SI Leeds Literary Prize Workshops - Finishing Your Story
As we have found, successful dialogue can be summed up as having the following characteristics:

It is naturalistic – not forced or stagey.

The characters’ voices are distinguishable from each other,

And it has tension, which is created through SUBTEXT

And finally, it has texture: which means it is interesting to read.

However, when working alone it can be difficult to create dialogue with these characteristics for more than one character. This month’s exercise helps to overcome this problem.

Limited scenario dialogue exercise:

Working with a friend, both of you should pick a picture of a person from the internet or a magazine which you identify with.

Give your person a name, something that they want, and a secret. Now you have a character, who has motivation for speaking (their desire) and an underlying subtext to their conversation (their secret).

Agree a scenario with your writing partner. It helps if this situation has inherent drama or stress. For instance, that your pair are married lovers (but one of you isn’t really married!) or are estranged friends meeting for the first time for years on the bus.

Construct a conversation between your two characters where each of you writes a line at a time, from your character’s point of view. Remember your character’s desire: What do they want out of the situation? They must get this while avoiding revealing their secret.

The desire and the secret should create an atmosphere, a subtext to the conversation which can be difficult to create when writing alone. Let the conversation flow and, with luck, a plot will emerge!

