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SI Leeds Literary Prize Workshops - Finishing Your Story
Finishing touches

In this final film we are going to look at one aspect of writing which lots of writers struggle with, and that is using dialogue, but first of all I’m going to talk about the importance of re-writing.

When you begin to re-read your first draft you’ll be looking for spelling mistakes, any writing which is obviously weak and logical inconsistencies in your plot. When you have made sure your work makes sense to the reader, when you move onto to your next draft, you will look for ways to distinguish your writing from other peoples. 
As you read your work, try and make sure you have engaged all the senses, so that the reader can smell and hear your location as well as see it. Finally, convincing dialogue is also an excellent way to enhance your writing.

Dialogue

By dialogue, I mean conversation. 

Dialogue involves two characters or more, each talking and each with their own voice, hopes, fears and desires. Your dialogue will be defined by your characters and the question: what do they want to get out of this conversation? 

Also think about: 

· Location: Where is the conversation is taking place? Then they may not be able to be as honest as they would be in private. In a noisy place? There may be misunderstandings, or mis-hearings. 
· Face-to-face or on the phone? Face to face? Then in prose your characters can be revealed through their body language: fidgeting, looking down and avoiding eye-contact. Talking on the telephone means that misunderstandings and mis-hearings are more likely. 

· More than two characters? Have them use each other’s names to indicate who is talking.

· Finally, don’t use adverbs e.g. he said loudly, she said angrily. The emotion should be indicated by the words themselves and the character’s other attributes, not the writer intruding with a commentary. 
Finally, successful dialogue can be summed up as having the following characteristics:

It is naturalistic – not forced or stagey.

The characters’ voices are distinguishable from each other,

And it has tension, which is created through SUBTEXT

And finally, it has texture: which means it is interesting to read.

Subtext

This is the best reason to use dialogue – people often talk about everyday things but bubbling under their words are the real feelings they cannot or will not reveal. Pinter was a master of this, his work “uncovers the precipice under everyday prattle”.
Publishing and competitions

Once you’re happy with your work you’ll be ready to start putting your work out into the world and find your readers.

Some places to start your journey are:

The SI Leeds Literary Prize – a prize for women of colour writing fiction (and the sponsors of this series of workshops!).
www.sileedsliteraryprize.com
Mslexia Magazine – accepts new writing submissions, has regular competitions but again is women only.
www.mslexia.co.uk
Authonomy.com is run by publisher Harper Collins. You can post your work on the website and some of the books there have been published by their digital imprint.
www.authonomy.com
The Creative Penn is Joanna Penn’s excellent blog on the business of writing and publishing

www.thecreativepenn.com
Good luck!

